
Breaking Down Environmental Justice  
In California



State statutory definition of 
environmental justice

“Environmental justice means the fair 
treatment of people of all races, cultures, 
and incomes with respect to the 
development, adoption, implementation
and enforcement of environmental laws, 
regulations, and policies.” 

Gov. Code §65040.12(e)
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What we know: 
Environmental [IN]Justice 

 How do we measure and identify it?

 Where do we find it?

 How do we work towards meaningfully addressing it? 



 Science-based tool
 Uses 20 indicators of 

environmental, health 
and socioeconomic 
conditions

 Evaluates multiple 
pollution sources

 While accounting for a 
community’s 
vulnerability to pollution
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